
Visit to the Swiss Open Air Museum "Ballenberg" 

No trip to Switzerland should end without having visited the historical Open Air museum "Ballenberg". 
But do not think of it as a "YAM" ("yet another museum"). It is an interesting and lively travel to the past of 
Switzerland.  

The good old days - fresh and alive  
A museum bustling with life: At Ballenberg you'll discover 
modern Switzerland's ancient roots - as we present our 
country's rich past in a contemporary manner. You'll learn 
all about ancients crafts and customs in their original, 
undistorted form and admire rural architecture at its best, in 
its natural environment. Not to mention our many lovable 
farmyard animals. 

 

There are no dusty cabinets in the Swiss Open-Air Museum 
Ballenberg. Instead, you can visit and admire over 100 rural houses 
and farm buildings from all over Switzerland. Magnificent 
farmhouses, humble workers’ quarters, alpine huts and stalls, 
barns, store-houses, wash-houses and drying ovens provide 
architectural as well as socio-historical testimony to the everyday 
life and rural culture of the past. 

 
These historical buildings 
could not be maintained at 

their original location and were, therefore, carefully dismantled and 
transported to the museum’s 66 hectares of land to be 
reconstructed. Kitchens, parlours, and other quarters provide 
insight into the daily life of rural Switzerland. 

Our craftsmen demonstrate traditional crafts and trades: baking 
bread, fine crochet work, wood-carving, hat-making, 
cheesemaking, lime burning, bobbin-lace making, cooking, basket 
weaving, bonemeal grinding, oil pressing, silk ribbon weaving, 
sawmill, saddlery, shingle-making, forging, chocolate production, 
spinning, embroidery, hand-knitted lacework, pottery, weaving and 
barrel making. 

 
Program 

Departure by bus from Gwattzentrum at 10.15 
Arrival at Ballenberg at 11.30  
Individual lunch (not included in the price) in one of the restaurants 
and individual visit of the exhibitions until 14.00 
14.00-16.00: Guided tour through Ballenberg 
16.30: Return voyage to the Gwatt Zentrum 
ca. 17.30: Arrival at Gwatt Zentrum 

Costs: 80.- SFr. (lunch not included).  
Important: Number of participants is limited. Please register as early as possible at the conference 
desk or by e-mail (info@alt12.org) in any case before Monday, Sept. 3, 12.00 


