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General Information / Access

Closed does not mean shut
The gates are normally closed at 5.00 p.m. for the daily visits to the Museum. However, 

we are happy to make an exception for special parties and groups. Our restaurants 

are available for groups of 20 people or more, and we are happy to serve you and your 

guests in the Museum grounds with culinary delights from our kitchens and cellars. 

We look forward to welcoming you, even after 5.00 p.m.!

Further information about our restaurants and specialities can be found on page 13.

By train
Visitors can take the Zentralbahn from Interlaken or Lucerne straight to Brienz or to 

Brünig. There is a regular bus service from the railway stations Brienz and Brünig to the 

West and East Ballenberg entrances.

There are trains every half hour from Interlaken and Lucerne to all major Swiss cities as 

well as Zurich Airport. The ICE from Berlin and Amsterdam has daily connections to 

Interlaken. 

The SBB special ticket, “Rail Away”, for individual travellers, groups and schools in-

cludes the return train journey from any SBB station in Switzerland to Brienz or Brünig, 

bus service from Brienz and Brünig to the open-air Museum Ballenberg and entrance  

fee to the Museum. You can obtain further information from any railway ticket office.

Opening times
Daily from 6th April to 31 October 2012

Ticket offices open from 9.00 a.m.–5.00 p.m.

Houses/activities from 10.00 a.m.–5.00 p.m.

Restaurants from 9.00 a.m.–6.00 p.m.

Prices
Individuals
Adults   CHF 20.— 

Children   CHF 10.—

Senior citizens/disabled  CHF 18.—

Students   CHF 18.—

Families   CHF 45.—

(parents and their children aged 6 – 16) 

Groups (10 people and more)
Adults   CHF 18.—

Children   CHF 9.—

2-day passes
Adults   CHF 36.—

Children   CHF 18.—

Families   CHF 80.—

Dogs have free admission to the Museum, 

but must be kept on a leash.

Parking is free of charge at the West and 

East entrance car parks.

Prices and programmes are subject to  
alteration.

Of course we also accept Euros at the 
day’s current rate.
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By car and bus  
– via Lausanne – Bern – Interlaken – Brienz 

– via Zürich – Luzern – Brünig Pass

– via Chiasso – Bellinzona – Gotthard – Göschenen – Brienz

Follow the signs from Brienz, Meiringen or the Brünig Pass to «Ballenberg West» 

(CH-3858 Hofstetten) or «Ballenberg Ost» (CH-3856 Brienzwiler). There are large car 

parks at both entrances.

Degree of longitude: 8.087129, degree of latitude: 46.748202

Approximate time for journey to Ballenberg
– from Berne: 1 hr.

– from Geneva: 2 hrs. 30 mins.

– from Basle: 1 hr. 50 mins.

– from Zürich 1 hr. 30 mins.

– from Lucerne 45 mins.

– from Lugano 2 hrs. 30 mins.
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The museum

A walk through the centuries
The Open-Air Museum provides an insight into the history of Switzerland, and with its 

unique features and attractive events, is one of the most popular places to visit in the coun-

try. More than 100 buildings can be seen in natural surroundings in an area of 660 000 m2. 

We enable you to take a look at the lives, work and customs of the rural population in ear-

lier times. Every day we hold demonstrations of various handcrafts. Furthermore, 250 farm 

animals and numerous attractive special events make a visit to Ballenberg an unforgettable 

experience.

Guided tours
Guided tours (2 hours) in English, German, French and Italian are highly recommended 

(advanced booking required).

Per person  CHF 11.—

Minimum rate per guide/guided tour  CHF 180.—

(maximum 25 people per group/guided tour)  (without entrance fee)

Guided tours with special themes
Historical pharmacy and medicinal herb garden, architecture, stages of life (birth, marriage, 

death), children’s world, a glance behind the scenes of the Museum.

Our specialists and experts guide you through the Museum.

Duration 2 hours (maximum 20 people)

Total cost CHF 250.— 

 (without entrance fee)

La Chocolaterie du Ballenberg
Find out all about chocolate, its history and traditional production methods. Watch little 

goodies being made and take some home with you.

Duration 45 minutes (groups of up to 16)

Total cost per person CHF   15.—

per group (minimum) CHF 210.—

Thursdays to Sundays. Please book in advance. (without entrance fee)
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History
In the summer of 1968 the Foundation of the Swiss Open-Air Museum Ballenberg was set 

up with the help of the Federal Government and the canton of Berne. After 10 years of  

intensive activity, the museum was officially opened in 1978 with 16 exhibits, and since then, 

the area has continued to be enriched by further rural buildings.  

Today, the Ballenberg Open-Air Museum, a museum built with cultural and historical per-

spectives, has over 100 buildings originating from almost all cantons, and is the only open-

air museum for rural culture in Switzerland.

What is the role of an open-air museum?
Open-air museums are not a Swiss invention. The first museum of the kind, the Skansen 

Museum, was opened in Sweden at the end of the 19th century, and during the 20th century 

numerous open-air museums were founded all over the world. They all have the same  

objective in safe guarding, preserving and reconstructing typical houses and other buildings 

together with authentic furnishings, equipment, tools and domestic effects.

The living Ballenberg
Ballenberg is not just a dusty museum, but a place bustling with life and unusual experi-

ences. All our buildings are open to the public. The parlours, kitchens and bedrooms are all 

furnished and invite the visitor to discover the old traditional way of life and handicrafts. 

Demonstrations of how previous tradesmen worked at traditional artisan arts and crafts 

show how the people used to occupy themselves in those days; from shinglemaking to chip-

box making; from weaving to bobbin lace-making; right through to cheese-making and 

baking bread. Our richly filled programme of special events gives additional insight into the 

customs and usages of the past and the present. We also have a collection of lively farmyard 

animals bringing the farm buildings and the pastures to life.
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Handcrafts 
Our craftsmen demonstrate traditional crafts and trades: baking bread, fine crochet work, 

wood-carving, hat-making, cheese-making, lime burning, bobbin-lace making, cooking, 

basket weaving, bonemeal grinding, oil pressing, silk ribbon weaving, sawmill, saddlery, 

shingle-making, forging, chocolate production, spinning, embroidery, hand-knitted lace-

work, pottery, weaving and barrel making.

Farm animals
In the grounds of the Museum – unique in Switzerland – 250 native farm animals are 

represented: bees, pigeons, birds, hens, ducks, geese, rabbits, goats, sheep, pigs, cattle and 

oxen, horses and donkeys. At Ballenberg you’ll be amazed to find some farmyard animals 

that were in danger of becoming extinct.

Medicinal herbs, gardens and meadows
There is a very impressive colourful garden next to the house from Herzogenbuchsee.  

The many herbs, flowers, grasses and shrubs from woods and fields contain substances for 

effective remedies or are used for dyeing. In our newly opened perfume cellar you can see  

a historical review of essential oils and how they were used as medicines and cosmetics. 

Enjoy the delightful scent of the recently planted flowers and herbs. Take a look too at the 

fields where old sorts of cereal, some almost extinct, are thriving, or at the tobacco field.  

A particular attraction is the seed garden where we are growing rare plants from traditional 

farm and cloister gardens in order to obtain new seeds when the flowers have bloomed.  

Every farmhouse usually has a garden of course: splendid, colourful gardens with borders of 

shrubs on the larger farms or more modest gardens with enough plants for the daily needs  

of a day labourer.

Ballenberg experiences
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Exhibitions
Some buildings house permanent exhibitionsn:

– Fascinating silk

– Swiss farmers

– Grain, flour, bread

– At the hairdresser’s

– The forest – our world

– Cowbells

– Presentation of the important stages of life: birth, marriage, death

– House histories: Novazzano, Champatsch, etc

– Pottery

– Painting workshop

– Silk-ribbon weaving loom

– From cartwheels to skis

– Historical pharmacy with scent cellar

– Schoolroom

– Apiary

– Small animals

– Mule

– Swiss traditions: chalet  –  national costumes – folk music

– Enchanted wood for children

Horse-drawn carriages
Two horse-drawn carriages (12 and 14 seats) are provided by Ernst Voegeli, from Interlaken 

(owner: Erica Voegeli). Advance booking is advised for groups of 6 people and more.

Erica Voegeli, phone +41 33 822 74 16 or +41 79 218 84 58.

Price per hour for 12 people  CHF 220.—

Price per hour for 14 people  CHF 240.—

Price for individual guests provided on request
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Special activity programmes

Mini Olympics
The Ballenberg Olympic “athletes” take part in one or several traditional sport activities. 

There is a choice if stone-throwing (3.5 kg and 6 kg), crossbow-shooting, “platzgen” (throw-

ing at a target), hammering nails or alpine horn blowing. On request, a list of results will be 

drawn up and prizes organised. Several groups can participate at the same time. Time re-

quired depends on the number of activities and participants. Minimum rate for small groups 

on request.

1 activity per person  CHF 16.— 

Every additional activity  CHF 5.— 

Entrance fee and guided tour are additional.

Activity programme
Our craftsmen look after and instruct the visitors who can choose from the following  

activities: baking bread, “Aroma” workshop, wood-carving, mixing herbs and felt work.  

The size of the group varies between 10 and 25 people, depending on the chosen craft.  

We recommend combining handcrafts with a guided tour through Ballenberg. Time required  

per activity: about 1– 2 hours.

Price per person including supervision

Baking bread  CHF 31.— 

   Minimum price per group  CHF 310.—

“Aroma“ workshop CHF 40.—

   Minimum price per group  CHF  400.—

Felt work  CHF 25.—

   Minimum price per group  CHF 250.—

Wood-carving (from age of 12)  CHF 40.—  

   Minimum price per group  CHF 400.—

The power of herbs  CHF 37.— 

   Minimum price per group  CHF 370.—

Entrance fee and guided tour are additional.

Building blockhouses
Who can build a house measuring 2x2x2m using 90 separate elements? We give hobby 

carpenters the opportunity, in groups of not more than 12, to build a blockhouse. This can 

be done by two groups working alongside each other. Time required: about 1 hour.

Price per person  CHF  25.— 

   Minimum price per group   CHF  250.—

Entrance fee and guided tour are additional.
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Special programmes for schools

Discovery walks
The discovery walks in the Museum give children the opportunity to discover many interest-

ing facts and figures. Either in twos or in larger groups, the youngsters can visit the houses, 

watch the craftsmen at work, make notes or draw what they have seen. The discovery walks 

last about 2 hours. The question sheets and the answer sheets for the walks can be obtained 

in several languages at the ticket offices. 

Discovery walk West  ***     (8 – 14 years) 

Discovery walk East  ***    (8 – 14 years) 

Discovery walk Ticino  ***   (8 – 14 years)

Rich and poor  **     (8 – 14 years) 

Farm animals  ***       (8 – 10 years)  

Typical Switzerland?!      (from 15 years) available in English

Price per discovery walk      CHF 2.—  

The entrance fee is additional.

Discovery days 
The “discovery days” in the Museum are for school classes and other groups of not more 

than 25 children. They are specially prepared programmes enabling the children to learn 

more about handcrafts and the way of life in former times. All their senses are awakened 

when they make butter, build a house or care for animals. Learning in an easy and enjoyable 

way, they discover more about the world of their grandparents or greatgrandparents.

Wool socks and felt hats   2 hours (10 – 16 years)

Medicine chests and herb gardens   2 hours (10 – 16 years)

How houses were built in the past  2 hours (10 – 16 years)

Building history / 

   experience timber framework  2 hours (8 – 15 years)

Fresh butter! Make your own  2 hours (8 – 13 years)

School as it was 200 years ago   2 hours (8 – 12 years)

Different shapes of bread and 

   stories about bread  2 hours (8 – 12 years)

Perfumes and scents   2 hours (8 – 12 years)

2 hours per pupil      CHF 11.—

   Minimum price per group    CHF 176.—

Discovery tour for children (max. 12 child.) 2 hours (5 – 8 years)

   Minimum price per group    CHF  110.—

A discovery course for high school classes ** 5 hours (14 – 16 years)

   including lunch break, per pupil  CHF 24.—

   Minimum price per group   CHF 384.—

Entrance fee is additional. 

* only in German        ** only in German and French        *** only in German, French and Italian
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Shopping in the Museum

“Ballenberg-Laden” at the West entrance
Swiss pottery, wood-carvings, textiles, wooden toys, books and various kiosk articles.

“Märithüsli” at the East entrance
Alpine herdsmen’s shirts, textile articles, souvenirs, various kiosk articles, etc. 

“Home-made” in the house from Ostermundigen
Brown or 5-corn bread baked in a wood-burning oven, home-made meat specialities 

including smoked sausage, smoked meat and bacon, “Ballenberg-Mutschli”, cream cheese, 

mountain cheese and goat’s milk cheese, jams, syrups, delicious biscuits and other Ballen-

berg specialities.

Alpine cheese dairy from Kandersteg
“Ballenberg-Mutschli“, cream cheese, mountain cheese and goat’s milk cheese.

“Historical pharmacy” in the house from Herzogenbuchsee
Various assortments of tea, liquorice, pastilles, honey and other healthy products.

The “Chocolaterie of Ballenberg” by the Restaurant Wilerhorn
“Home-made” Ballenberg chocolate and other delicacies.
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The restaurants

You soon work up an appetite in an 
open-air museum. Luckily we have 
three welcoming restaurants cater-
ing for both your hunger and thirst. 
There is the old inn Alter Bären at 
the west entrance, the attractive res-
taurant Degen in the heart of the  
museum grounds and a chalet style 
building, the restaurant Wilerhorn.

Swiss Open-Air Museum Ballenberg

Reservations restaurants

CH-3858 Hofstetten bei Brienz

Phone +41 33 952 10 30

reservation@ballenberg.ch

We serve all kinds of food and drink in the various homely rooms in our restaurants –  

and outside too if the weather is fine: light refreshments, hearty dishes or traditional Swiss  

specialities, as well as varied daily menus and good value menus for groups.

We will gladly cater for you, your family and friends, (groups please book in advance), with 

one of our delicious special menus and buffets. Whether for weddings, family get-togethers, 

business jubilees or coach travellers, we serve culinary delights at Ballenberg and do not shy 

comparison with today’s modern gastronomic experiences.

The old inn Alter Bären
The old inn Alter Bären is situated close to the west entrance (Brienz/Hofstetten). 

This Bernese farmhouse, originally located in Rapperswil, canton Berne, was already used 

as a restaurant during the 19th century.

The Alter Bären has the following localities:

Restaurant, ground floor     60 seats

Sääli, ground floor     40 seats

Banquet room, 1st floor east     60 seats

Banquet room, 1st floor west     40 seats

Vaulted cellar     30 seats

Terrace     80 seats

Self-service terrace   100 seats

Take your pick from the following suggestions: 
– vegetarian specialities

– Bernese specialities, prepared from old recipes

– varied à la carte menu

– banquet menus compiled just for you

– good value menus for groups

– self-service for speedy and good value food

– children’s menus

For groups of 20 people or more with dinner, we are happy to serve your and your guests 

after 6.00 p.m.

We are happy to send you our menu and banquet suggestions. Just give us a phone call. 

For reservations and enquiries please call +41 33 952 10 25.
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Restaurant Wilerhorn
The restaurant Wilerhorn, built in traditional chalet style and situated at the east entrance 

(Brienzwiler), is, because of its size, ideal when providing banquets for groups, company 

celebrations, anniversaries, weddings, etc.

The Wilerhorn has the following localities:

Restaurant, ground floor     70 seats

Dining room, ground floor    80 seats

Banquet room, 1st floor   220 seats

Terrace    150 seats

Take your pick from the following suggestions: 
– varied à la carte menu with dishes

– vegetarian specialities

– banquet menus compiled just for you

– good value menus for groups

– children’s menus

For groups of 20 people or more with dinner, we are happy to serve you and your guests 

after 6.00 p.m. Just give us a phone call – we send you our menu and banquet suggestions. 

The Wilerhorn restaurant is perfect even if you’re not visiting the museum: it’s right outside 

our east entrance, next to the Chocolaterie du Ballenberg. Convenient access by car or pub-

lic transport.

For reservations and enquiries please call +41 33 952 10 25.

The guest-house Degen
You are invited to visit the 19th century Hünenberg guest-house Degen, (canton Zug), which 

is in the heart of the museum grounds, for refreshments. The rooms are “small but gracious» 

with a cosy atmosphere. 

Take your pick from the following suggestions:
– vegetarian specialities

– genuine “Innerschweizer” specialities

– varied small à la carte menu with dishes

– children’s menus

– snacks from the barbecue and at the kiosk from Bönigen

The guest-house Degen is suitable for small groups till 10 people.

We are happy to send you our menu and banquet suggestions. Just give us a phone call. 

For reservations and enquiries please call +41 33 952 10 25.
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Our versatile catering department can serve you wherever you wish.

At Alp Champatsch, perhaps
which has seating for up to 70 or standing room for 1000

or

in the hayloft in the house from Ostermundigen 
which has seating for up to 150 or standing room for 350

or 

anywhere you wish.
Please ask for a free estimate at +41 33 952 10 25. We are happy to advise you.

For groups of 20 people or more with dinner, we are happy to serve you and your guests af-

ter 6.00 p.m. wherever you wish.

We are specialized for groups till 6’000 people.

Home-made from Ballenberg
Following traditional old recipes, we have a large  

variety of freshly made delicacies:

– original Ballenberg smoked sausage 

   (mixed pork and beef)

– smoked mutton sausage

– smoked garlic sausage

– smoked piece of mutton

– smoked meat (pork)

– air-dried or smoked bacon

– air-dried beef

– jams

– syrup

– fresh meat from the region

Ideal as a present or souvenir from Ballenberg.

Visit our shop “Hausgemachtes” in the house from Ostermundigen close to the inn Alter 

Bären or call +41 33 952 10 26. 

We can also deliver your order to your home.
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Ballenberg in brief

A walk through the centuries

Over 100 original century-old buildings from all over Switzerland, “historical” gardens and 

fields, demonstrations of typical crafts, many special events and 250 native farm animals, 

Ballenberg creates a vivid impression of rural life in bygone days. Ballenberg is in fact 

absolutely unique.

Our doors are open
Come in and have a look round the kitchens, bedrooms and parlours of houses and farm 

buildings from the 14th to 19th centuries reconstructed here in their natural state. In the 

extensive grounds, a total area of 660 000 square meters, typical houses and settlement from 

almost every canton in Switzerland can be seen.

Watch us at work
In our workshops, craftsmen, using authentic tools, demonstrate old handcrafts and trades: 

from wood-carving, basket-weaving, spinning, weaving, bobbin-lace making and forging to 

making cheese and baking. You can see them close-up and even have a go yourself.

Make new friends 
Here at Ballenberg, you and your children can see examples of all the different kinds of farm 

animals which are to be found in Switzerland. You are even able to stroke some of them. 

There are a few animals which cannot be seen anywhere else in the country, apart from at 

Ballenberg.

Satisfy your hunger and quench your thirst
When you are feeling hungry and thirsty, our three pleasant restaurants will be glad to serve 

you tasty Swiss specialities. However, if you prefer to bring your own food, you may enjoy a 

barbecue at one of our picnic areas using the wood provided.

So much to see and do 
To sum up: Ballenberg is not just a dusty museum, but bursting with life. Discover how,  

for centuries, the majority of the Swiss population lived and worked. Special events, such as 

washday or the autumn market, revive some hitherto almost forgotten rural customs and 

festivals: impressive, unique experiences!

Everyone is welcome here 
Dogs have free admission to the Museum, but must be kept on a leash. As there are very 

few restrictions, Ballenberg is convenient for those with mobility problems. Parking is free of 

charge at the West and East entrance car parks.
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